
Hizbollah and the War on Terrorism in a Post-Iraq Reality 

 
Middle East analysts, and specifically Hizbollah specialists, are asking these days certain 
key questions about the future of the Lebanese party of God.  Does Hizbollah actually 
pose a threat to American forces in Iraq?  Will Hizbollah send suicide bombers to 
Baghdad to fight American occupation?  How did Hizbollah perceive the Iraq campaign?  
And finally, how does the organization plan to respond?   
 
Both Hizbollah’s Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah and al-Manar Hizbollah television 
programming make clear that the Party believes America has five primary goals in its 
Iraq campaign: 1) Destroy an Arab Regime/Arab military; 2) Increase American 
involvement in the region – in other words devising a new order – a new Middle East 
culturally, economically, politically; 3) Restrict Iranian and Syrian support of terror 
(Hizbollah’s primary sponsors); 4) Promote the peace process between Israel and the 
Palestinians and Israel and the Arab world; and 5) Wage the war against terror 
 
Each of these goals impacts the organization and in response, Hizbollah is preparing – 
and in some cases already carrying out – a counter-campaign.   
 
1 - Destroying an Arab Regime 
 
Hizbollah’s visceral response to the destruction of an Arab regime is to carry out 
“resistance.”  In the context of the Lebanese Party of God, resistance can only be 
properly understood if the words ‘oppression’ and ‘occupation’ immediately follow. 
“Resistance against oppression and occupation” is a mantra repeated at most Hizbollah 
functions and on al-Manar programming.  Resistance is one of Hizbollah’s most 
powerfully articulated visions and al-Manar is the main vehicle for the dissemination of 
this ideology to a broad and diverse audience throughout the Arab World.   
 
Until most recently Hizbollah struggle was interpreted as continuing until all of 1948 
Historic Palestine was liberated.  However, with a significant American presence in Iraq, 
analysts should not be surprised if and when Hizbollah begins making statements that 
resistance will not end until America no longer occupies Iraq. 
 
As differentiated from the Sunni concept of Dar al-Harb (the abode of war where Islam 
is not dominant) and Dar al-Islam (the abode of Islam where it reigns supreme), 
Hizbollah prefers to focus their energy on oppressors (mustakbirin) and oppressed 
(mustad’afin).  According to Hizbollah’s world-view and interpretation of Qur’an, the 
oppressed do not only include Muslims, but also includes all ‘those who were being 
oppressed on earth’ (28:5). This includes those oppressed socially, economically, 
politically and culturally.  By bifurcating the world as such, Hizbollah can easily justify 
working with groups that are both Muslim (Sunni and Shiite alike) and non-Muslim.  
However, it must be stressed that as a general rule, Hizbollah’s litmus test on judging 
oppression is one’s attitude towards Zionism and the West, America in particular.  The 
United State is characterized as the world’s supreme oppressor.   
 
So how has Hizbollah been impacted by America’s desire to ‘destroy an Arab regime’? 
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Hizbollah has already begun its counter propaganda campaign against the United States 
via al-Manar.  The rhetoric that resistance must be waged against American until its 
occupation ends has already begun and will most likely continue. Hizbollah’s proof that 
resistance works was the Israeli pullout from southern Lebanon.   
 

• Display Nasrallah Ashura Video  
 
2 - Deep American Involvement in the Region  
 
To Hizbollah’s mind, America is public enemy number 1 and Israel public enemy 1B.  
Hizbollah is opposed to both western culture and in particular American/European 
values.  Hizbollah believes that if given free reign, western culture will restrict them as a 
movement and curtail Islam’s influence.   
 

• Display Beauty and the Beast Video/Hitler-Bush Video/Crimes Against Humanity 
Video/Statue of Liberty Video 

 
 
3 - Restriction of Iran/Syria 
 
While Hizbollah was originally an Iranian creation, its continued freedom of mobility 
depends on Syria.  There is a well-known axiom in Beirut these days, “While Hizbollah’s 
heart is with Iran, its brain is with Syria.”   
 
Iran 
Iran fully supports Hizbollah monetary, spiritually and militarily.  Indeed, it is estimated 
that Hizbollah receives between 100-200 million dollars a year from Iran.  This 
partnership gives Iran the ability to both restrict and promote Hizbollah’s movements to 
some degree.  Iran’s supreme leader, Ali Khameini is also Hizbollah’s Wilayat al-Faqhi 
(supreme jurist prudent).  In other words, as their spiritual guide, Hizbollah under 
Khomeini’s interpretation of Shiite religious law is obliged to follow his edicts.   
 
Iran knows that America considers it as part of the ‘axis of evil.’  It also knows that it is 
on the short list of possible American targets after the Iraq campaign.  For its part, 
Hizbollah is aware that it is a card in the Iranian arsenal of war that is expendable.  While 
unlikely, it falls within the realm of possibility that for the right price Iran would sell its 
Hizbollah card – i.e. continuation of its nuclear program.      
 
It is, however, important to underscore that even if Iran decides to rein-in Hizbollah or 
stop its support, Hizbollah has enough material and money to continue its operations.   
 
 
Syria 
Hizbollah’s strategic partner is Syria.  For the time being there is a confluence of mutual 
interests.  Syria wants back the Golan Heights and Hizbollah wants to fight what it labels 
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the ‘Zionist Entity.’ However, both know that one day the time will come that they will 
come to blows.  Syria supports secularism, Baathism, and pan-Arabism.  On the other 
hand, Hizbollah supports Shiite fundamentalism, Khomeinism, pan-Muslimism.  The two 
are absolutely mutually exclusive.   
 
Both Syria and Hizbollah know that now that the Iraq military campaign is over, pressure 
will build on the Syrian regime to stop its support of terrorist organizations, including 
Hizbollah.  Hizbollah fears that if and when a ‘new Middle East’ is created, Syria will 
have no choice but to suppress Hizbollah.  If Syria decides to seriously clamp down on 
Hizbollah, its military wing will be forced to close down.  Syria has the ability to stop the 
flow of weapons, suppress freedom of movement and stop military operations against 
Israel if it desires.   
 
Analysts should be aware, however, that if Syria does take care of Hizbollah, it would in 
return demand Lebanon as a carrot. 
 
4 - Arab-Israeli conflict 
 
Since Israel’s withdrawal from Lebanon in May 2000, the destruction of Israel has 
become the cornerstone of Hizbollah’s ideology.  To the western press Hizbollah justifies 
its existence by waging war in the Shebaa Farms.  However, to the Arab world, through 
its own mass media organ - i.e. al-Manar television, al-Nur radio and the al-Intiqad 
newspaper – it justifies its existence by calling for the destruction of Israel and exporting 
the ideology of resistance to the Palestinians.  Indeed, Hizbollah has repeatedly instructed 
the Palestinians that the only way to achieve total liberation is through armed resistance 
and should accept nothing less than complete victory. 
 
It is worth noting that Israel’s very presence is considered terrorism and as a result “every 
grain of Palestinian sand must be liberated” – i.e. 1948 Palestine. 
 

• Display Death to Israel Video 
 
5 - War on Terrorism 
 
Hizbollah knows that America considers it in the words of deputy Secretary of State 
Armitage “the A-team of terrorists.”  Until September 11, Hizbollah was the group 
responsible for more American deaths than any other organization.  Hizbollah has also 
been responsible for killing, kidnapping and terrorizing Europeans since the early 1980’s.  
In addition, Hizbollah has made no secret of its operational and social connections to 
other known terrorist organizations that include Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, etc.   
 
Hizbollah knows that America’s war on terror might eventually come its way.  It also 
knows that the American threat can manifest itself though a direct attack or by giving the 
Israelis carte blanche to deal with the Party as it sees fit.  Either way, Hizbollah knows 
that this could have a debilitating effect on its standing in Lebanon.  This, irrespective of 
the estimated 10 thousand missiles in its possession.   
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How has Hizbollah responded to date? 
 
Hizbollah’s PR campaign has principally focused on three aspects.  First, it has tried to 
place itself as the protector of Shiites and Muslims everywhere.  Hizbollah cannot afford 
to appear as if it is not helping its Shiite brothers in Iraq.  However, the Party knows that 
if Iraqi Shiites play a major role in shaping that country’s future, it could also weaken 
Hizbollah.  Hizbollah’s spiritual guidance comes from Qom.  If Najaf and Karbala once 
again become the spiritual power center, Iran’s spiritual hegemony will decline and 
thereby diminish Hizbollah’s influence as well.   
 
Secondly, al-Manar has tried to paint the Iraq campaign as unjust and has repeatedly 
shown disturbing and unpleasant images on its programming.  Finally, it has threatened 
to fight American occupation with whatever force necessary, including suicide bombing.   
 

• Display Donald Rumsfeld Video/Suicide Bombing video 
 
Will Hizbollah attack American Forces in Iraq? 
 
It is important to underscore that as hostilities in Iraq drew ever closer in the months of 
February and March, Hizbollah’s leadership intimated that it was not interested in 
opening a second in Iraq.  Nasrallah insisted: “Outside this fight we have done nothing,” 
referring to the Palestinian arena.  He continues, “Everybody knows where Hizbollah’s 
arena is, where Hizbollah’s battle is.”  Reality, however, as the videos clearly show 
appear to be slightly different. 
 
So will Hizbollah attack American forces in Iraq?  It depends on how one defines 
Hizbollah and attack. 
 
There are three possible planes on which Hizbollah can and in some cases has started to 
fight America.  These include both conventional and unconventional means:  
 
First, Hizbollah could, although it has not yet, trained Iraqi dissidents willing to attack 
Americans in Iraq.  Hizbollah has demonstrated a history of this type of behavior with 
assistance to the Palestinians in the Territories and within the Green line – i.e. Metzuba, 
Karine A, and the support of militant Palestinian cells. 
 
Secondly, Hizbollah could carry out direct attacks against American forces.  At this stage, 
this seems unlikely.  However, as history demonstrates, if Hizbollah carried out such 
attacks, it would not take credit for them but rather use a phantom name.   
 
Finally, as the videos clearly indicate Hizbollah has already started fighting an 
unconventional war against America via the airwaves.  They are following the same 
paradigm used with the Palestinians.  They are now offering its help in defending the 
Iraqi people via an effective PR campaign.   
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In conclusion, Hizbollah is scared that is very existence is at stake.  The US Government 
along with its European allies must be careful to monitor Hizbollah’s conventional and 
unconventional activities in the coming weeks and months.  In addition, it is worth noting 
the European Union has a history of bifurcating Hizbollah into two separate organizations 
– the military wing and the social/political wing.  Television, by its very nature would fall 
into the social/political wing.  The videos displayed demonstrate beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that al-Manar television is used as a weapon of war and advocates the same goals 
as the so-called military wing.  European leaders should therefore consider changing its 
policy and classify Hizbollah as one united organization.   
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